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hospitals

Pace pick-up on
a prostate op
Angie Phelan

Patient Dino Signorelli and urologist Dr LaurenceHarewood
were in good spirits following radical prostate surgery.

Dr Harewood operating the robotic surgical instruments from
a console.

CUTTING-edge technology
meant Dino Signorelli could
leave hospital just two days
after undergoing radical
surgery.

The grandfather-of-five, 62,
had his prostate removed at
the Epworth Eastern hospi-
tal this month, after prostate
cancer diagnosis.

He was the 100th patient to
undergo a robotic-assisted
radical prostatectomy at the
hospital in Box Hill.

The $3 million ‘‘da Vinci
Surgical System’’ allows sur-
geons to perform delicate
keyhole surgery with mini-
mal scarring or post-
operative pain.

Now in recovery, Mr
Signorelli said a case of
unrelated foot gout was giv-
ing him more trouble than
his surgery wounds.

‘‘It wasn’t painful or even
uncomfortable,’’ he said,
after returning to his East
Kew home from hospital.

Urologist Dr Laurence
Harewood performed the
surgery on Mr Signorelli.

First, he made a number of
small incisions in the abdo-
men, each about the size of a
five-cent piece.

Then the robotic instru-
ments were inserted and
controlled by the surgeon at
the console, which Dr
Harewood nicknamed the
‘‘elephant’s bottom’’.

‘‘The robotics create a wrist
on the instruments that
mimics the surgeon’s arm
and wrist,’’ he said. ‘‘It repli-
cates my movements.’’

The equipment also fea-
tures three-dimensional bin-
ocular vision, magnifying
the surgeon’s view by up to
10 times.

‘‘It makes a huge differ-
ence. There is much greater
finesse over one’s move-
ments, so we can perform
more accurate, meticulous
surgery,’’ Dr Harewood said.

This means patients have
less post-operative dis-
comfort, less bleeding and
are less likely to need a blood
transfusion, he said. The

technology also reduces
patients’ hospital time from
five to seven days to two to
five days, while recovery
time shrinks to two to three
weeks instead of five to
seven.

Dr Harewood said the tech-
nology also quickened the
return of patients’ erectile
function and reduced the
likelihood of incontinence.

The technology is also used
at the Epworth Hospital.
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NEED CASH?
loans for all reasons

Loans From
$300 - $2,000

• Fast Easy Approvals
• Loans To Suit Your Income
• Pensioners Welcome
• Centrelink Recipients Welcome
• Our Mobile Lenders Will Come To You

Credit Provided by GML (Victoria) Pty Ltd. ACN 112 905 914
Trading as Global MoneyLine (Victoria). Credit Provider Registration No. 1994
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Lifestyle with real
community values
From the moment you are 
welcomed into the village you 
will feel a sense of community 
and the friendly atmosphere of a
traditional neighbourhood. 

Conveniently located close
to the Box Hill Shopping
Centre, Golf Club and
Hospital. The community
centre is the hub of the
village, providing a pleasant
environment where residents can
participate in a variety of activities.

Over the past 35 years TriCare 
has built a reputation as one of 
the leading providers of 
retirement villages and aged care. 

We currently have a range of
one and two bedroom units

available for sale and 
invite you to contact our
village managment team 

to arrange an inspection.
Come and see for yourself what 

retirement living ‘TriCare style’ is
all about.  
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retirement living at Hayville Village 
phone 03 9890 0171 or visit our
website www.tricare.com.au

OTHER LOCATIONS: Central Office 07 3360 9000 • Aspley 07 3263 2788 •

Clear Island Waters 07 5579 9311 • Mt Gravatt 07 3849 4358 • Mt Ommaney
07 3376 6399 • Runaway Bay 07 5537 4177 • Toowoomba 07 4636 4507  


